
Questionnaire 
Section Heading 

Medical Word Phonetic Term Medical Term Definition  

Drug and alcohol 
use  

Marijuana MARR i WAA nuh The psychoactive dried resinous flower buds and leaves of 
the female hemp or cannabis plant (Cannabis sativa or C. 
indica) that contain high levels of THC and are smoked, 
vaped, or ingested (as in baked goods) especially for their 
intoxicating effect.   

 Narcotics NAAR kaa tuhks A drug (as codeine, methadone, or morphine) that in 
moderate doses dulls the senses, relieves pain, and induces 
profound sleep but in excessive doses causes stupor, coma, 
or convulsions. 

 Cocaine Kow kayN A bitter crystalline alkaloid obtained from coca leaves that is 
used medically especially in the form of its hydrochloride as a 
topical anesthetic and illicitly for its euphoric effects and that 
may result in a compulsive psychological need. 

 Ecstasy Ec stuh SEE A synthetic amphetamine analog used illicitly for its mood-
enhancing and hallucinogenic properties. 

 Heroin Heh row uhn A strongly physiologically addictive narcotic that is made by 
acetylation but is more potent than morphine and is used 
illicitly for its euphoric effects, also 
called: acetomorphine, diacetylmorphine, diamorphine 

 Fentanyl Fen tuh nuhl A synthetic opioid narcotic analgesic with pharmacological 
action like morphine that is administered trans dermally as a 
skin patch and in the form of its citrate is administered orally 
or parenterally.  

 Anabolic A nuh baa lic Marked by or promoting metabolic activity concerned with 
the biosynthesis of complex molecules (such as proteins or 
nucleic acids): relating to, characterized by, or 
stimulating anabolism. 

 Steroids Steh roydz Natural or synthetic compounds containing a 17-carbon 4-
ring system and including the sterols and various hormones 
and glycosides. 

 Amphetamines AM feh tuh MEENZ A racemic sympathomimetic amine or one of its derivatives 
(as dextroamphetamine or methamphetamine) that is a 
stimulant of the central nervous system, is frequently abused 
illicitly often leading to dependence, and is used clinically 
especially in the form of its sulfate  to treat attention deficit 
hyperactivity disorder and narcolepsy and formerly as a 
short-term appetite suppressant. 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/THC#medicalDictionary
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/anabolism
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/sterol#medicalDictionary


 Methamphetamine Meh tham FEH tuh MEEN A synthetic or semisynthetic compound that stimulates the 
central nervous system, is used medically in the form of its 
crystalline hydrochloride especially to treat attention deficit 
hyperactivity disorder and obesity, and that is often abused 
illicitly for its stimulant properties. 

 Methadone Meh thuh down A synthetic addictive narcotic drug used especially in the 
form of its hydrochloride for the relief of pain and as a 
substitute narcotic in the treatment of heroin addiction. 

 Morphine Mor feen A bitter crystalline addictive narcotic base that is the 
principal alkaloid of opium and is used in the form of a soluble 
salt (such as a hydrochloride or a sulfate) as an analgesic and 
sedative.  

 Alcohol  AL kuh HAAL Ethanol especially when considered as the intoxicating agent 
in fermented and distilled liquors.  
Drink (such as whiskey or beer) containing ethanol. 

 Breathalyzer Breh thuh LAI zr   A device that is used to determine the alcohol content of a 
breath sample. 

    

Personal medical 
details  

Anemia Uh NEE mee uh A condition in which the blood is deficient in red blood cells, 
in hemoglobin, or in total volume. 

 Malignancy Muh LIG nuhn see Exhibition (as by a tumor) of malignant qualities. 
 Leukemia Loo KEE mee uh An acute or chronic disease in humans and other warm-

blooded animals characterized by an abnormal increase in the 
number of white blood cells in the tissues and often in the 
blood. 

 Lymphoma Luhm FOW muh A malignant tumor of lymphoid tissue.  
 Melanoma Meh luh NOW muh A highly malignant tumor that starts in melanocytes of 

normal skin or moles and metastasizes rapidly and widely. 
 Tumour Too Mer An abnormal benign or malignant new growth of tissue that 

possesses no physiological function and arises from 
uncontrolled usually rapid cellular proliferation.  

 Cyst Sist A closed sac having a distinct membrane and developing 
abnormally in a cavity or structure of the body.  

 Polyp PAA luhp A growth projecting from a mucous membrane (as of the 
colon or vocal cords). 

 Cholesterol Kuh LEH ster aal A waxy, fat-like substance that is found in the cells, tissues, 
and body fluids of humans and animals and that serves as a 
component of cell membranes and functions as a precursor 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/lymphoid
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/melanocytes


of vitamin D and steroid hormones (such as cortisol and 
estrogen). 

 Transient ischemic TRAN zee unt - ih SKEE 
mik 

A brief attack of cerebral ischemia (TIA) that is usually 
characterized by temporary blurring of vision, slurring of 
speech, numbness, paralysis, or syncope and is often 
predictive of a serious stroke. 

 Cerebrovascular Sr ee brow VA skyoo lr Of or involving the cerebrum and the blood vessels supplying 
it.  

 Murmur MUR mr An atypical sound of the heart typically indicating a 
functional or structural abnormality. 

 Aneurysm A nyr i zm An abnormal blood-filled bulge of a blood vessel and 
especially an artery resulting from weakening (as from 
disease) of the vessel wall. 

 Vessels VEH slz A tube or canal (such as an artery) in which a body fluid is 
contained and conveyed or circulated.  

 Coronary KAW ruh neh ree Of, relating to, or being the coronary arteries or veins of the 
heart 
broadly: of or relating to the heart. 

 Artery AAR tr ee Any of the tubular branching muscular- and elastic-walled 
vessels that carry blood from the heart through the body.  

 Anxiety Ang ZAI ugh tee An abnormal and overwhelming sense of apprehension and 
fear often marked by physical signs (such as tension, 
sweating, and increased pulse rate), by doubt concerning the 
reality and nature of the threat, and by self-doubt about one's 
capacity to cope with it.  

 Schizophrenia  Skit suh FREH nee uh A mental illness that is characterized by disturbances in 
thought (such as delusions), perception (such as 
hallucinations), and behavior (such as disorganized speech or 
catatonic behavior), by a loss of emotional responsiveness 
and extreme apathy, and by noticeable deterioration in the 
level of functioning in everyday life. 

 Gestational Juh STAY shuh nuhl Conception and development especially in the mind.  

 Thyroid THAI royd A large bilobed endocrine gland lying at the anterior base of 
the neck and producing especially the 
hormones thyroxine and triiodothyronine.  

 Nodule NAA jool    A small mass of rounded or irregular shape: such as a small 
abnormal knobby bodily protuberance (such as a tumorous 
growth or a calcification near an arthritic joint). 

 Goitre GOY ter An enlargement of the thyroid gland visible as a swelling of 
the front of the neck.  

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/steroid%20hormone
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/cerebrum
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/thyroxine


 Lymph LIMF A usually clear coagulable fluid that passes from intercellular 
spaces of body tissue into the lymphatic vessels, is 
discharged into the blood by way of the thoracic duct and 
resembles blood plasma in containing white blood cells and 
especially lymphocytes but normally few red blood cells and 
no platelets.  

 Endocrine EN duh kruhn Secreting internally: 
specifically: producing secretions that are distributed in the 
body by way of the bloodstream. 

 Hyperthyroidism Hai pr THAI roy duh zm Excessive functional activity of the thyroid gland 
also: the resulting condition marked especially by increased 
metabolic rate, enlargement of the thyroid gland, rapid heart 
rate, and high blood pressure. 

 Arthritis Aar THRAI tuhs Inflammation of joints due to infectious, metabolic, or 
constitutional causes. 

 Fibromyalgia Fai brow mai AL juh A chronic disorder characterized by widespread pain, 
tenderness, and stiffness of muscles and associated 
connective tissue structures that is typically accompanied by 
fatigue, headache, and sleep disturbances. 

 Dystrophy DI struh fee Any of several medical conditions in which a body part or 
tissue gradually becomes weaker. 

 Paralysis Pr a luh suhs Complete or partial loss of function especially when involving 
the motion or sensation in a part of the body. 

 Hepatitis Heh puh TAI tuhs A disease or condition (such as hepatitis A or hepatitis B) 
marked by inflammation of the liver. 

 Ulcerative UL suh ruh tiv Affected by or involving ulcers (= breaks in the skin, or on the 
surface of an organ inside the body, that do not heal 
naturally). 

 Colitis Kuh LAI tuhs Inflammation of the colon. 
 Intestinal Uhn THE stuh nuhl   Affecting, occurring, or living in the intestine. 

 Ulcer UHL sr A break in skin or mucous membrane with loss of surface 
tissue, disintegration and necrosis of epithelial tissue, and 
often pus. 

 Peptic PEP tuhk Connected with or resulting from the action of digestive 
juices. 

 Gastric GA struhk Of or relating to the stomach. 
 Pancreatitis Pang kree uh TAI tuhs Inflammation of the pancreas. 
 Esophagus Uh SAA fuh guhs A muscular tube that conveys food from the mouth to the 

stomach and that in humans is about nine inches (23 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/lymphatic
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/lymphocytes
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/intestine
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/pancreas


centimeters) long and passes from the pharynx down the 
neck between the trachea and the spinal column and behind 
the left bronchus where it pierces the diaphragm slightly to 
the left of the middle line and joins the cardiac end of the 
stomach. 

 Pancreas PANG kree uhs A large lobulated gland that secretes digestive enzymes and 
the hormones insulin and glucagon.  

 Dysplastic Duh SPLA stuhk Abnormal growth or development (as of organs or cells).  

 Nevus NEE vuhs A congenital or acquired usually highly pigmented area on the 
skin that is either flat or raised: mole 

 Lupus LOO puhs Diseases characterized by skin lesions 

 Systemic Suh STEH muhk Affecting the body generally. Supplying those parts of the 
body that receive blood through the aorta rather than 
through the pulmonary artery. 

 Scleroderma Skleh ruh DUR muh A usually slowly progressive disease marked by the 
deposition of fibrous connective tissue in the skin and often 
in internal organs and structures. 

 Hysterectomy Hi str EK tuh mee Surgical removal of the uterus. 
 Ovary OW vr ee One of the typically paired essential female reproductive 

organs that produce eggs. 
 Uterus   YOO tr uhs A muscular organ of the female for containing and usually for 

nourishing the young during development prior to birth. 
 Genital JEH nuh tl    A sexual organ. 
 Nephritis Nuh FRAI tuhs Acute or chronic inflammation of the kidney caused by 

infection, degenerative process, or vascular disease. 
 Prostatitis   Praa stuh TAI tuhs Inflammation of the prostate gland.  
 Asthma AZ muh A chronic lung disorder that is marked by recurring episodes 

of airway obstruction (as from bronchospasm) manifested by 
labored breathing accompanied especially by wheezing and 
coughing and by a sense of constriction in the chest, and that 
is triggered by hyperreactivity to various stimuli (such as 
allergens or rapid change in air temperature).  

 Pulmonary PUHL muh neh ree Affecting, or occurring in the lungs. 
 Emphysema Em fuh ZEE muh A condition characterized by air-filled expansions of body 

tissues 
specifically: a condition of the lung marked by abnormal 
enlargement of the alveoli with loss of pulmonary elasticity 
that is characterized especially by shortness of breath and 
may lead to impairment of heart action. 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/mole
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/prostate


 Bronchitis Brang KAI tuhs Acute or chronic inflammation of the bronchial tubes. 
 Apnea AP nee uh Transient cessation of respiration. 
 Sarcoidosis Saar koy DOW suhs A chronic disease of unknown cause that is characterized by 

the formation of nodules especially in the lymph nodes, lungs, 
bones, and skin. 

 Cystic Fibrosis SI stuhk fai BROW suhs A common, progressive hereditary disease of exocrine 
gland function that typically appears in infancy or early 
childhood and is marked by the accumulation of thick, sticky 
mucus in the ducts and passages of various organs and 
especially those of the lungs and pancreas resulting in 
shortness of breath, persistent cough, chronic respiratory 
infection, pancreatic enzyme insufficiency, faulty digestion, 
malnutrition, and poor growth.  

 Tuberculosis Tuh bur kyuh LOW suhs A highly variable communicable disease of humans and some 
other vertebrates that is caused by the tubercle bacillus, that 
affects especially the lungs but may spread to other areas 
(such as the kidney or spinal column), and that is 
characterized by fever, cough, difficulty in breathing, 
formation of tubercles, caseation, pleural effusions, and 
fibrosis.  

 Autism    AA ti zm A neurodevelopmental disorder that typically appears by age 
two, that is variable in expression but is usually diagnosed by 
persistent impairments in social interaction and 
communication and by stereotyped patterns of behavior, 
activities, or interests, and that may be accompanied by 
cognitive or language. 

 Cerebral Palsy Sr EE bruhl PAAL zee A disability resulting from damage to the brain before, 
during, or shortly after birth and outwardly manifested by 
muscular incoordination and speech disturbances. 

 Epilepsy EP uh lep see Any of various disorders marked by abnormal electrical 
discharges in the brain and typically manifested by sudden 
brief episodes of altered or diminished consciousness, 
involuntary movements, or convulsions. 

 Seizure SEE zher A sudden attack (as of disease) 
especially: the physical manifestations (such as convulsions, 
sensory disturbances, or loss of consciousness) resulting from 
abnormal electrical discharges in the brain (as in epilepsy). 

 Sclerosis Skluh ROH sis Pathological hardening of tissue especially from overgrowth 
of fibrous tissue or increase in interstitial tissue. 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/bronchial
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/exocrine%20gland
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 Tremor   TREM er   A trembling or shaking usually from physical weakness, 
emotional stress, or disease. 

 Alzheimer's   ALZ hy merz A degenerative brain disease of unknown cause that is the 
most common form of dementia, that usually starts in late 
middle age or in old age, that results in progressive memory 
loss, impaired thinking, disorientation, and changes in 
personality and mood, and that is marked histologically by 
the degeneration of brain neurons especially in the cerebral 
cortex and by the presence of neurofibrillary tangles and 
plaques containing beta-amyloid. 

 Dementia Deh MEN shuh A usually progressive condition (such as Alzheimer's disease) 
marked by the development of multiple cognitive deficits 
(such as memory impairment, aphasia, and the inability to 
plan and initiate complex behavior). 

 Amyotrophic  Am ee oh TRO fik Atrophy of a muscle. 

 Labyrinthitis La br uhn THAI tuhs Inflammation of the labyrinth of the inner ear. 
    

Medical tests & 
consultations 

Ligation Lai GAY shn The surgical process of tying off bodily channels (like blood 
vessels) with a thread or clip to prevent bleeding.  Commonly 
seen with Tubal Ligation: A permanent, safe method of 
female sterilization where fallopian tubes are cut and tied. 

 Appendectomy A pen DEK tuh mee Surgical removal of the appendix. 
 Gallbladder Gaal bla dr A membranous muscular sac in which bile from the liver is 

concentrated and stored before being passed to the 
intestinal duodenum.  

 Polycystic Paa lee SI stuhk Having or involving more than one cyst.  
 

 

 

 

*Note: Medical definitions sourced from: Merriam-Webster Medical Dictionary: https://www.merriam-webster.com/medical 
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